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0 And fold at their | 
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| ACT, inn and T'£5TIMONY, 


'F or the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, - and govern- =» 
ment of the church of Scotland; agreeable to the 
Word of God, the Confeſſion of Faith, the National 
Covenant of Scotland, and the Solemn League and 
Covenant of the three nations: And againſt ſeveral 
WE | Leps of defection from the ſame, both in former 
7 And preſent times. By ſome miniſters aſſociate to- 
gether for the exerciſe of church- government and 
| q  —__ in a preſbyterial capacity. With an in- 
j troduction, containing the grounds of their aſſoci- 
| "ating into a preſbytery, and the reaſons of their 


acumitting Unis Act and Teſtimony. 


uy | To Which is added, The acceſſion of the Reverend 0 
3 Mr. Ralph Erſline, and the Reverend Mr. Thomas 
Nair. to the ſaid n and the Ny teſti- 
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N Te 0 all which is a. A 0 T8 2 P R o- 
3535 CEE DINGs of the Mix Is TERS and ELDERS 
Vaaſſſociate together for the exerciſe of church. govern- 


ment and diſcipline in a preſbyterial capacity, met 
at Edinburgh,” May 16. 1739. Containing” their 
5 DECLINAT URE: Read in preſence of the 
General 2 and given in to the. Moderator : 
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FAVING heard a few "Wa ago, that Mr. George | 1 
Whitefield was upon his return to Scotland; - © 1 
ſenſe of duty, and the love, regard, and eſteem 2 : 
I wand for you, and others of our friends with you; 
have conſtrained me to repreſent to you my grief. ad. 
concern. — for your being ſo far left as to.countenagce. * 
and approve of the adminiſtrations of a profeſſed meme" 
ber and prieſt of the ſuperſtitious church of E En, 
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; Let it be conſidered, That his miſſion and ordina- b 
tion flows only from a prelate; and that the prelate's "2 23 
power and au thority has its conveyance: from hs fus a 8 3 F 
: | premacy, as its ſole fountain and ori 0 2 85 4 
I Thi argument alone ſhall be i müiled a (Little! upon.” 
IM at this time, without ing upon other things that -- 
may relate to the ſubject. WEED 
2» The only way of the conveyance of an ordinary call * 
$ to the holy miniftry, is by the choice and election of © + 
3 of the people, with ſolemn ordination by the impoſi- 


Hon of the hands of the preſbytery, Aclt i. 23. vi 3. 3 
— 8 xiv. 23. 1 Tim, iv. 4 But the prieſts of the church, 
of England have nothing but the ſole warrant and 
miſſion of the prelate: — therefore it cannot be War- 
My ani according to the word of God, to countes 3 
. "Nance luck. and receive them as lawful it miniſters, -';.., .. 
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_ Chriſt's miniſters whom we are to receive, have their 


_ commiſſion from Chriſt, as King and only Head of 


his church ; conveyed from church-officers of his owa n 
appointment, in the way revealed in his word, and 


In a ſubordination to Chriſt as Head of his church, 


who appointed and gave the gifts of the miniſtry, 


Eph. iv. 8, 11. 1 Cor. xii. 28. Matth. xxvili. 19, 20. 


ut it is evident to all who know any thing at all in 
this matter, — that prelates and their curates do re- 
ceive and derive their church-power from, and are 
ſubordinate in its exerciſe to another head than Chriſt - 


| Jeſus : and therefore they ſhould not be received and 


ſubjected to as the miniſters of Chriſt in his church. 


For they have taken a new holding, and have cloſed 
With a new conveyance of the miniſtry, and of the 


power to exercite the fame, from an uſurped power in 
the church, incroaching upon Chrift's royal preroga- 
Ss. . 

And therefore, in receiving them, we ſhould ho- 


mologate and approve of all the indignities done the 


Son of God, whom God hath ſet as King over Zion 
the hill of his holineſs; and give our conſent to that 
woful oppoſition made by men to the rules of God's 
word, by the corruption of Prelacy; and receive 
them as miniſters of Chriſt, who. have no commiſſion . 
from him, but are the miniſters of men, by men. and 
not by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father, who raiſed 


him from the dead, ſeeing they do not hold the head, 


Gal. i. 1. Col. il, FJ. | | . 
And it is moſt certain, that if any plead it to be 
warrantable to hear one curate, —by the ſame argu- 


ment they may hear a thouſand of them, a ſufficient 
number to fill all the pulpits of Scotland; for all and 


each one of them have the fame miſſion and ordina- 
tion. And is it come to this with a great many pro- 


feffors in Scotland. — that they can receive abjured 
Prelacy, and give up with preſbyterial government, 
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ds 1 
| wa maintenance of which all ranks'in theſe laiids . - 
have ſolemnly interpoſed the oath of Gd! 38 


R And if this is the caſe, it is an evident fign that 
4 oy the great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and haft- : 
- eth greatly : The mighty man ſhall cry there bitterly. 
A | That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and diſtreſs, 

. BB a@ day of waſteneſ5 and defelation, a day of darkheſs and 

% gloomineſs, a day of clouds and thick darkneſs :==A day 


of God's ſending a ſword to avenge the quarrel of his 
i 28 covenant :—The day that the Lord ſhall ri/e up to the 
ES prey, Zeph. i. 14, 15. Lev. xxvi. 25. Zeph. iii. 8. 
And ſhall the profeſſors in theſe covenanted lands 
be carelefs, that that day overtake them as a thief'; 
and overtake them in a-courſe of fin and apþgftacy from 
the Lord! Who ſball live when the Lord doth this! © 
Should it not rather be their exerciſe to return un- 
to the Lord, in the way of faith, repentance, and re- 
formation; as he is yet ſaying, O 1/rael, return to the 
Lord thy C ud; for thou haſt fallen by thine en, 3 
Hoſ. xiv. 1. _— 
And ſeeing they are called of God to ſuch exerciſe, || 
particularly in this day of darkneſs and perplexity, * | 
and treading down in the valley of viſion; curates | 
cannot be fit perſons to conduct them in the exefciſe : 
of goſpel-humiliation. They cannot be fit inſtruments : 
in their public miniſtrations, to detect and lay open 
to their hearers the cauſes of God's wrath againſt theſe 
lands; among a great variety of which are Prelacy, 
the hearing of curates, the ſupremacy, covenant-vio- 
lation, oaths contradifory unto and ſubverſive of the 
. oath of the covenant, - and the bloody perſecution of 
thoſe who adhered to the Lord's cauſe, both in Scof- 
land and England. For, ia order to be thus faithful, 
they behoved firſt to ceaſe to be curates; to take a 
new holding of Chriſt the alone head of nis church; 
and to repent of their conformity to 1 and of 
their breach of covenant. 
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and leaders to themſelves. 


Fs * ” 'J 
It is ſurprizing, that profeſſors, who had full accefs 


to be acquainted with the received principles of this 
church, ſhould be left to chuſe ſuch for ſpiritual guides 


And however the whole 
generation, almoſt, ridicule the ſolemn engagements 
which theſe lands have come under to the moſt high 
God; yet they will have quite other ſentiments in the 
day when God ſhall make inquiſition for blood: When 
the cries of the fouls under the altar, of them that 
were {lain for the word of God, ſhall be heard; and 
when the Lord ſhall come out of his place to puniſh the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity z and when 


the lord ſhall bring ſuch awful judgments upon theſe 


covenant-breaking lands, the which whoſoever heareth 
his ears ſhall tingle, P/a/. ix. 12. Rev. vi. 10, 11. 1a. 
XXVi. 21. Fer. xix. 

Our deſire that the Lord, in the ſovereignty of his 
grace, might avert the awful tfucatened ſtroke, by 
inclining all ranks to return to himſelf, and to their 
allegiance unto him; or that he may give a reviving 
1n our bondage, a blink of his countenance, a refreſh- 
ing ſhower of divine influences, —before the dreadful 
hurricane blow through the iſles of the ſea, for rejec- 
ting Chriſt, lor a deſpiſed goſpel, and all the other abo- 
minations of theſe times; that ſo the diſperſed of [ſrael 


might be gathered into one, and appoint themſelves 


one head, and that many, yet ſtrangers to him, might 
be brought to take ſanctuary under the wings of the 
God of Iſrael; —is, we hope, among the motives of 


_ writing this miſſive. If what we have been directed to 


-recommend to our friends, be rejected by them, we 
ſhall be ſorry for it; and have good reafon to think, 
that they themſelves ſhall have no comfort from their 
conduct in the iſſue. 
It may be evident toevery unpr . perſon from 
_= arguments adduced-trom the word of God, by our 
worthy anceſtor 5, eminent both tor learning and 


Pty, 


A 5 


that Prelacy ſtands in a direct oppoſition unto the will 
of God revealed in his word; and is therefore moſt ſin- 


concerning the government of his church,—as it has 


by the labours, by the contendings and ſufferings of 


nion. 


nity,— will by no means give any ſatisfaction to any 


ö the love of Chriſt ſned abroad in the heart; and the 


Who died for them, and to goſpel-obedience; — as our 

Lord has ſaid, F ye love me, keep my commandments, 

But we ſhould diſobey his commandments, by Chriſti- 

' an fellowſhip with ſuch as tranſgreſs his command- 
ments in the moſt open manner,—as prelatiſts do, in 

taking their holding of men, to the diſhonour of 

_ Chriſt the alone Head of his church, and other 


as walk diforderly, and not according to the rule of : 
very manifeſt, that Prelacy and Eraſtiani/m are groſs 


| hy which they ſerve not the Lord Jeſus C 


piety, —that Preſbyterial goverment is the only form 
of government appointed by Chriſt in his church ; and 


ful, an high offence againſt God, and matter of pub- 
lic ſcandal, and cenſurable according to the rules laid 
down in the ſcriptures of truth. | | 


Wherefore, profeſſors who have had acceſs to be ful- 
ly acquainted with the will of God revealed in his word, 


been clearly delineated to them, from theword of truth, 


thoſe who went before us, — cannot anſwer for their 
conduct, in uniting with prelatiſts in church- commu- 
The pretence, that catholic love gives a warrant for 
uniting perſons of all denominations in church- commu- 
nion, if they maintain the eſſential truths of Chriſtia- 


thinking perſon, who impartially conſiders the matter, 
For true genuine love to one another, is the fruit of 


love of Chriſt conſtraineth them to live unto Chriſt 


ways. =; | BR. 
We are commanded of God to withdraw from ſuch 


his word, Rom, Xvi. 17, 18, 2 Thefſ. ili. 6. And it is 


corruptions; the inventions of men of corrupt minds, 
2748] but their. | 


„ Sug 
awn belly, Rom. xvi. 18. ; and that they are condemn- 
ed by God in his word of truth; and are therefore 
* 8 moſt ſinful, and matter of public ſcandal, cenſurable 
by the diſcipline of the church, — and afford a ſolid 
| ground for true church- members to withdraw from 
them in reſpect of church - communion, and for refuſ- 

ing to acknowledge ſuch prelatical preachers as mini- 
8 ſters of Chriſt. 

- God himſelf has made Prelacy a ſcandalous offence 
5 his own word ; and · therefore they cannot anſwer to 
* Kim. for ĩt, who will take it upon themſelves to make it 
3 I 2 thing lawful or indifferent. Sinful men ſhould thus 
3 — the regalia of the Divine Majeſty, and attempt 

10 ſeat themſel ves in the throne of the Moſt High. 
Recommending you, and our friends with you, to 
3 the grace of our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, — who is given for 
„ a witneſs, a leader, ng nander to the | ON; 
| | 
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e b. and humble ſervant, 
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= T is to be e acknbniledged, that there i is one ding 


1638 to the year 1650; and that, in ace 5 
thereto, they do maintain the perpetual obligation x E 7h 
| bur covenints, national and ſolemn league. , _ 2 


D, declare that they do acknowledge the binding oblige 4 


. tenew our covenants, fo ſoon as matters are ripene -; 
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buen the Seceſſion of the BURGH E * 8. It 1 


To 4 Friend at Ab——=Jeen, ade ” ately: ae, 
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commendable in the ſociety to which you have | 
joined yourſelf, that, in words at leaſt, they do 3 fa 1 
own the ſecond period of reformation, from the year 


5 


This appears froni prints that hive been pubiich el. 
by one of other of them; from their obliging the elders 
lately ordairied at An, at their ordination, to 
tion of our covenaiits ; and from their declaring t * | 
the people adhering unto them, that they intend 1955 2 > 


for it. | 2 
But if it appears to be a thing plata and 2 2 

that ſomething quite inconſiſtent with the teſtimon) 

above expreſſed is maintained by them ; you had beſt 

conſider of receding from them, and. betaking yours; 2 


| ſelf to ſuch a way of witneſſing for truth as will be 
conſiſtent the one part with the other; ſeeing an in- 
| Ex yas Ry deſtroys and overthrows itſelf : at 


no — . 
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That ſomething quite inconſiſtent with a te 


n 


tmony 


To as above, for the ſecond reformation-period, and in- 
conſiſtent. with acknowledging the binding force and 
obligation of our covenants upon poſterity, is main- 


tained by the Burgher-Seceders,—cannot be hid from 


ders of the, Burgeſs-oath ; and have given an expreſs 
allowance, to all under their inſpection, to ſwear that 


religious clauſe in- ſome Burgeſs-oaths, which is as . 
follows: That they profeſs, and allou, with their whole 


heart, the true religion preſently profeſſed in this realm, 


any thinking man, who obſerves that they are defen- 


and authorifed by the laws thereof; and that they ball 


abide thereat, and defend the ſame, to their life's end. 
| Now, the religion preſently profeſſed in this realm, 


j £ and authoriſed by the laws thereof, cannot poſſibly 


be conſtrued as referring to any other profeſſion of 


church; ſeeing this is the national profeſſion of religi- 


on, and there is no other at preſent authoriſed by the 
laws of this realm, —_ . ; 


But that our covenants, and the ſecond period of 


| reformation, were adopted in the revolution-ſettle- 
ment of religion, or belong to the profeſſion made by 


the eſtabliſhed church, and authoriſed by the laws of 
this realm, —is what none will pretend to ſay, the 


contrary being ſo manifeſtly the fact. And thus, 
© adopting the profeſſion authoriſed by the laws of the 
land, you manifeſtly recede from and give up with 
your profeſſion of adherence to our covenants, and 


to the ſecond period of reformation, 
It muſt, in the nature of things, be quite incon 


ſiſtent to maintain a profeſſion of religion the very 
fame with that of the eſtabliſhed church, and yet to 


* 


2 religion, than that which is made by the eſtabliſſied 


4 


maintain a e of religion different from it: To 


- 
$ 


L 4 


have a profeſſion of religion authoriſed by the laws of 


this realm, which the man profeſſes, and allows with - _ 


— ad. 3. 


0 11 55 8 
his * heart, and which he ſwears to abide at an 
defend to his life's end; and notwithſtanding to have 
another profeſſion of religion, which is not abe I 
by the laws Gf this realm; ſeeing a man cannot have: - . 4 ; 
two different profeſſions of religion, more than he en 
have two conſciences. - "MY 
When a man ſwears in general to the — be 
doth make of religion, whether it be in a Burgeſs-oath, 
or in any other oath, —he'muſt ſwear to the whole of 
his profeſſion, and to what is his oy profeſſion of 
religion. This the end of diſpenfing the oath unto 
him requires; and this the meaning of the impoſer 
manifeſtly declares : for the daten meaning, and- 
deſign of the impoſer, is to know, and have iTeviden- . 
ced, what is the whole of the man's profeſſion; and 
what is his rue, real, and only profeſſion of religꝭ on; 
and not to know what is a part of his profeſſion. 
And the man thus ſwearing, in the — 
that the t period of reformation, as taken up in 
the revolution- ſettlement and profeſſion of W 
is his true, real, and only profeſſion of religion; he . -- | 
effectually excludes and buries, by bis own oath, an 
profeſſion he has made of the ſecond period of t xefor- 
mation. 15 
He has ſworn to abide at the profeſſion of religion | 
adopting the firſt period of reformation. - But in 
abiding at that profeſſion, he cannot add to it his pro- 
feſling the ſecond period of reformation; for this wers 1 
to add ſomething to it, ch makes it another pro- 5 
feſſion. ä 
We are exhorted, Heb. iv. 14. to hold faf ati pro- 
feſſion; and that we may be aſſiſted to do ſo, we are 
- conſo der the Apoile and High-prie/t of our profe 270 on, 
Chriſt Feſus, Heb. iii. 1. 1 
GBrlur profeſſion, mentioned in the text, imports 4 
ſolemn declaration of our faith; and the Word Which . 
18 rendered bold fa . t in our rranlation, to. 12 


1 | B 2 | hold. 
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bald of a thing, and to retain it with'all our might, 
This ſhews that our profeſſion is one integral thing, 


which we are to hold tenaciouſly; and that it cannot 
be a thing which we may divide into: fo many parts, 
and hold one part of it, and forgo and let (lip another 
part of it, ſuch as the ſecond period of reformation, — 

in declaring upon oath, what is our 5 real, and 
only profeſſion of religion. 

No; the Chriſtian's profeſſion muſt * one, ond uni- 
form, agreeable to the one and uniform rule thereof, 
which is the word of Gad. 

Weare directed ta hald fa 5 the profaſ on of oi our faith 
without wavering ; for. he is . faithful. that promiſed, 
Heb. N. 24, In the faith of the promiſe, and in a de- 

ence upon the faithful Promiſer, the martyrs of 
. have been helped, in all ages, to maintain a. 
aithful and uniform teſtimony : And particularly, our 
anceſtors were enabled, through grace, to adhere un- 
to the whole of their teſtimony. . And many of them 
were helped to ſeal it with their blood, without hav- 
ing the leaſt thought of profeſſing but a part of their 


teſtimony, and keeping the reſt 1 it in their own* 5 


breaſt. 
And further, by ſwearing, in the Burgeſs-oath, 


that you alhw with your heart the profeſſion of reli- 


gion in the eſtabliſhed church, authoriſed by the laws 


of this realm, you declare ,to the world, that your 


profeſſion of religion is one and the ſame with the 
profeſſion of religion in the-eſtabliſhed church. It 


- muſt be very inconſiſtent, "then,. that you and your 


leaders pretend ta be in a ſtate of ſeceſſion from the 
eſtabliſhed church, and give aut that you maintain a 
teſtimony againſt. her profeſſion of religion : Unleſs 


ſuch an abſurdity could be imagined, that a man is 


jn the right, in maintaining a teſtimony againſt him-- 


ſelf, and againſt his own profeſſion of religion; and 
that he is a Kg in a ſtate of Ns Tom. himſelf,” 


— 
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"= and from his own principles, and from all that have . 
7, the ſame ſentiments with himſelf! - 

YE But, if matters are duly. conſidered, you are cer - 

„, | Fairly in communion-With the eſtabliſhed church, not- 

r withſtanding your pretended ſeceſſion from her. For 

— a conjunction and union, in an oath concerning religion, 

d with the members of the eſtabliſned church, muſt, 

in the nature of the thing, be the ſtrongeſt tie unto. 

— and the moſt glaring evidence of your being in cam- 

5 munion with her. And if you refuſe that you are in 


communion with thoſe with whom you maintain the 


2 ſame profeſſion of religion, - you muſt own, at the 

, ſame time, that you are in communion with no body 

- at all. 5 „ > 1 bo 

7 Likewiſe, by your maintaining. the /ame profeſſion 

Th of religion only with the eſtabliſhed church, you muſt © - 


certainly approve of and hamologate all her defettions 
and carruptions; ſuch as the giving up with attained» 


to reformation in the ſecond period thereof, the bury- 
N ing our covenants, and other injuries to the cauſe of 
N Chriſt, in the revolution- ſettlement of religion; the 
rintruſions upon vacant congregations, and other at- 


tacks made upon the intereſts of the church of Chriſt, 
contrary to our ſolemn national vows in our cove- 


nants: for theſe are authoriſed by the laws of the — 


land; and your profeſſion of religion is the profeſſion 
authoriſed by the laws of the land, and no other ; it 
being the profeſſion you have ſolemnly adopted, than 
which à man, according to conſcience, can have 15 
ether, And the profeſſion ſworn unto, is the preſent 
profeſſion of religion, authoriſed by the laws of the 
land, in this year 1758, as the. words of the oath do. 


expreſly bear; which are, I profeſs, and low with . 
my whole heart, the true religion preſently profeſ-_ + 


. * ſed in this realm, and authoriſed by the laws there- 
| of.“ ——And it cannot be imagined, that you main- 
. tain a teſtimony againſt the. intruſions of theſe times, 
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and other fimilar corruptions, which are prevailing 
in the eſtabliſhed church, and are authoriſed by the = 
| laws of this realm; ſeeing: you have one and the me 
preſent profeſſion of religion with that which is pre- 
ſently profeſſed. in this realm, and is authoriſed by 


the laws thereof. 


And ſeeing this is a time of general and growing 
defection, when a public and formal teſtimony againſt it 
ought to be ſteadily maintained; can ye have peace in 
your minds, in being ſinfully ſilent about all the cor- 
ruptions of theſe times, and in hardening the genera- 
tion, — by ſwearing to it, that you allow with your 
whole heart the religion preſently. profeſſed in this 
realm, authoriſed by the laws thereof, and that you 
will abide at this your profeſſion to your life's end? 
by which. you evidently give up with the ſecond pe- 
riod of reformation ; and not only homologate and 
_ approve of the revolution-ſettlement, but likewiſe of 
the awful corruptions otherwiſe prevailing in the times 
. wherein we live. EO Lo 
Another glaring incon/Rency is the propoſal that has 


Wbeen long ſpoken of among you, of renewing our co- 


” te? am 
» 


venants, National and Solemn League, among the 
Burgher-Seceders. | „5 

Some well-meaning people among you have ſighi- 
Hed their deſire to their leaders, that this ſolemn work, 
which they think a ſeaſonable duty, ſhould be ſet 
about; and have been encouraged to hope that they 
vVvould endeavour to ſatisfy them, as to this their de- 


ſire, in due tine. | 
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What were the motives of your leaders, in making 
ſuch declarations to the people from time to time; 
With what ſincerity they made them; or if their mak- 
ing ſuch promiſes to the people proceeded, as to ſome 
of them, from their not well underſtanding themſelves 
e new ſyſtem of principles they had ſinfully and 
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unwarrantably adopted; I do not at all propoſe to 


determine. But this one thing I will adventure to 
ſay, and I hope to be aſſiſted to make it good, and 


evident to every man that is not prejudiced, That 
ſuch a renovation of our covenants, in the circum- 


ſtantiate caſe of what is now become their public and 


avowed profeſſion of religion, was altogether imprac- 


ticable ; without ruſhing into the moſt awful n 
and impiety. 


Tphat the reformation of the ſecoud kad is fworix | 
to in our covenants, none will doubt; and it is evi- 


dent to all, that our covenants, and the ſecond per 


riod of reformation are buried in the revolution-let-' 
tlement, and are not authoriſed by the laws of this 
realm; and that your profeſſion ſworn to in the Bur- 


geſs· bath, is the profeſſion of religion authori Jed by 
the laws of the land, and no other. 


It were therefore altogether inconſiſtent and con- 
tradictory, for you to ſwear, in the covenants, to the 
| ſecond period of reformation, which is nat authoriſed - 


by the laws of the land ; when you. have declared by 


oath, that your only profeffion of religion is that au- | 5 


thoriſed by the laws of the land, and no other, 


This inconſiſtency WIll appear in a glaring light, 
when it is conſidered, that, in the Burgeſs- oath, you 


ſolemnly declare, that you allow with your whole 


heart the religion profeſſed, and ſo the profeſſion of re- 


ligion authoriſed by the laws of the land, and. promiſe 
and yow to abide thereat to your life's end. 


You have vowed to abide at the profeſſion of reli- 


gion authoriſed by the laws of the land : but abiding 


the ſecond -period of reformation ; for this were. to 


add ſomething to it which makes it another profeſſion : 
and this were to violate your former oath, by not 


rer at your former. e. | | 
I In 


— 


at that profeſſion, you cannot add to it your profeſſing | 


| ( 0:3. | 
In the revolution-ſettlement, a teſtimony againſh 
Keats was dropt and laid aſide, and preſbyterial go- 
vernment was authoriſed, only, as moſt agreeable to 
the inclinations of the people ; ; bur nothing was own- 
ed of its being the only n of Chriſt's inſti- 
| tution in his word. „ 
10 In the Burgefs-oath, then, you give up with a teſ- 
1 timony againſt Prelacy 3 but, in the oath of our cove- 
1 nants, you ſwear in the ſtrongeſt terms againſt it. 
fl To allow with your heart a profeſſion burying a teſti- 
Mi mony againſt Prelacy, and yet to ſwear an explicit 
4 teſtimony againſt Prelacy, muſt be altogether incon- 


ö 

II ſiſtent. Thus, to ſwear to ſuch inconſiſtencies in 
1 your profeſſion; behoved to be moſt ſinful and dan- 
111 WT an. 

FPourther, In the ſecond period of reformation, pa- 
| 


tronages were reſcinded ; in this period they are au- 
| thoriſed by the laws of the land, —which are the cri- 
il - terion, rule, and meaſure of your profeſſion of religi+ 
if on. And you cannot conſiſtently ſwear a teſtimony 
| againſt patronage, 2 yet give up with a teftimony 
lik inſt jt. 
i F | * enumerating all. particulars, it ſhall be 
| only added, —that, in our covenants, the reformation 
N of T is ſolemnly engaged unto: But in the uni- 
. on- ſettlement, a national conſent is given, that the 
parliament of England take what ſteps they think pro- 
per, to ſecure their church · government with all its cor- 
ruptions in the ſame ſtate wherein it is at preſent. 
This is the preſent profeſſion of religion, authoriſ- 
ed by the laws of this land, at which you are to abide 
to your life's end. And therefore you cannot join in 
renewing our covenants; becaufe to ſwear to endea- 
vour the reformation of E ngland, and yet to conſent | 
to her deformation, — are quite inconſiſtent, and con- 


tradiftory the one to the other. 


a 
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— 
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From what is above repreſented ĩt appears evidcht, 


ceders is altogether impracticable, without ſwearing 
contradictory oaths, which would involve them in the. 
molt awful perjury ;-which we hope God, in his mer· 
cy, WAI keep them from adventuring upon. 

Another inconſi ſiteney is, your conſtituting yourſelves 
into a ſynod; giving out that you are the Aſſociate 


chat a renovation of our covenants among Burgher-ſe-* 


Synod, conſtituted i in a way of ſeceſſion from the eſta - | 


bliſhed church, maintaining a teſtimony againſt her, 


and againſt all her 3 and defections from 
attained-to reformation. 

But it is impoſſible that you can a ber in a ſtate as ſai 
ceſſion from the eſtabliſhed church, when you are of 
one communion with her; as you make one and the 
ſame profeſſion of religion with her, and that by the 
folemnity of an oath, which is the n Wen of 


communion with her. 


Aud you cannot, as has been ſhown, maintain a 


teſtimony againſt her profeſſion of religion, it being 


one and the ſame profeſſion of religion you have ſworn 
unto; unleſs you keep up a teſtimony againſt your- 


ſelves, and your own profeſſion of religion. 


Neither can you maintain a teftimony. againſt her 


defections from attained-to reformation in the ſecond 


period of reformation, and other corruptions; for, 


by {wearing to her preſent profeſſion in this year 17 58: 
which is the only preſent profeſſion authoriſed by the 


laws of the land, you homologate and approve of all 
her defections and corruptions. You do not ſwear to 
the profeſſion of religion that took place in ſome aft 


time, but to the preſent. profeſſion ; as the words of 


the oath expreſly bear, —* 7 profeſs, and allow, with 
© my whole heart, the true religion N profeſſed 
within this real : 

000 


"oi my) 
: 3 * : - — =y * 11 
. 54 # + 


I «x 2 * * FaAl | 
” * > ad -% "22 
4 "+ + Ws * 


. 3 


wa Pu 


. tained-to reformation in the revolution- 
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„eden all which it is evident, how abſurd and irra- 
tional your pretences have been that you are the Aſſo- 
ciate Synod, witneſſing for attained-to reformagzion in 
that: retorming period betwixt 1638 and 1650; and 
maintaining a teſtimony, in a way of ſeceſſion from 
the eſtabliſhed church, againſt her giving up with at- 


ettlement, — 
and againſt her other corruptions. 

If you conſider the matter in a cool and deliberate 
way, — you will certainly be perſuaded, — that your 
coming under the bond of he Burgeſs-oath, for a 
profeſſion of religion in conjunction with the mem 
bers of the eltabliſhed church, is altogether inconſiſ- 
tent with your being in a ſtaie of ſeceſſion from her; 
and with ſcaling the feceiſion-tellimoay againſt her, 


by the oath of our covenants. 


Conſider how inconſiſtent your pretenſions are to 
be the witneſſing ſynod, maintaining a teſtimony 


| againſt the defections of theſe times; when you your- 


ſelves have given up with the whole of the teſtimony 


as among the hands of the witneſſing ſynod, and have 
adopted a profeſſion of religion quite ſubverſive there- 


And when you yourſelves have given up with the 


; teſlimony of the day, and with our allegiance to the 


King of Zion, by adopting an oath contradictory unto 
them ; how can ye anſwer to God, for conſtituting 
pretended courts in his name, to keep his catſe under 
ground, which ye yourſelves have buried, —and to 
ſeduce his people from the covenant of the Lord God 


of our father:, and thus mile Iſrael to fin ? 


An eccleſi iſtical court, abaadoning the teſtimony | 
for reformation and fax the cauſe of Chriſt, which is 
the baſis upon which id was conſtituted, can be no 


more acknowledged as a cout of Chriſt, than we can 
dn the betrayers of his cauſe to be the defenders of 
it, or that thoſz who pul duwn his work are the 
| | builders of it, e hs Where- 


EC SB 


Wherefore it may be aſtoniſhing, 2nd matter of 


* 


| 7 to every ſober man, — that, after you had huried 
the teſtimony for truth as among the hands of the 


witneſſing ſynod, and thus diſhonoured the God of 
truth in a moſt awful manner, and involved yourſelves 
in the groſſeſt of ſcandals by ſo doing; you ſhould, 
notwithſtanding, go on preſumptyoully, when the 
Lord was not among you, to neee yourſelves i in- 
to a pretended ſynod ! ! 

Such preſumptuous conduct, in men under friels 
groſs ſcandal of betraying and burying the called-for 
teſtimony of the day, — is a bold affronting of God to 
his face, and a daring oppoſition to the work and cauſe 
of Chriſt; as it is likewiſe a groſs profanation of the 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by invocating him in 


ſuch pretended meetings, which are mere aſſociationg 7s 


againſt him, and his cauſe and declarative glory: and 
it is, in like manner, a ſpurning againſt the diſcipline 
of his houſe, —the means of God's appointment, for 


recovering you from your courſe of apoſtaſy from the 
Lord. 

The inſtances of Mir am: and of Korah and his fol- 
lowers, are awful, and remarkable to this purpoſe 1: 


The ſocigty you are now joined unto have exclaim- 
ed, in the moſt indecent terms, againſt the diſcipline 


of Chriſt's houſe ; thoſe means which the ſynod, ac- 
cording to the ks of the word, were obliged to uſe 
for reclaiming you and others, and for bringing you 


back to your alle to Chriſt, * Your 4 to _ 


him, 
| You have pretended, that you are not ioraived i in 
any ſcandal, and therefore not cenſurable. But is a 


man involved in no ſcandal, who has ſworn that the 
revolution - ſettlement of religion is corrupt, and ought 
to be reformed, and that he himſelf will aſe all his 

endeavours to have it Formed, (which is the caly 
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with ſuch of you as joined in the bond for renewing 


our covenants ;) and the next day ſwears that the re- 


volution- ſettlement of religion is ſound, and is approv- 
ed of by him, —and that he will abide at and defend 
the ſaid profeſſion of religion to his life's end? And 


: this i is exactly the caſe of you Burgher-ſeceders ! 


Is not a man cenſurable for ſwearing or defending 
contradictory oaths ? Is he not guilty of an open vio- 
lation of the moral law, and of an impious attack 
upon the perfections of God? and has not God in his 
word denounced the moſt terrible judgments upon 
ſach as thus profanely take his holy name in vain ? 
And. is not perjury cenſurable, according to all the 


rules laid down in the word of God? 
It is in vain to pretend, that they are involved in 


no errors or miſtakes, which make them cenſurable. 
The ſynod have found it proven againſt them,— 


4 


T hat, in their reaſons of proteſt, they have adopted 8 


the principle of tolorating known and acknowledged ſin: 
which is manifeſtly a groſs error, formerly teſtified 


| againſt by themſelves. 


Can it be once ſuppoſed, that the ſeparatiog bre- 
thren are involved in no errors and miſtakes, when 


they are evidently Pulling down that which once they 
profeſſed to build ? when they are ſetting themſelves 


to vindicate the apoſtaſy and defection of this land, in 
the preſent national-ſettlement and profeſſion of reli- 
gion, —which they formerly acknowledged to be cor- 
rupt, and vowed to endeavour its reformation ? when 
they are ſeducing the Lord's people from their alle- 
giance to Zion's King, by allowing them to ſwear the 


religious clauſe of the Burgeſs-oath, —which is mani- 


feſtly contradictory to the oath of our covenants ? 


It is certain that there muſt be error in judgment 
here; which is very bad, and therefore cenſurable. 


But if that is refuſed, there muſt be ſomething yet 


| worſe i ig the cale; which I am by no means willing 
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to impute unto them, For it muſt be owned, that 


it was an error in judgment, or ſomething a 


deal worſe, in Jeroboam the ſon of er when _ 


made Iſrael to fin. 


And it cannot be refuſed, that whatever is an | open 


or public breach of the moral law, and is therefore a 


matter of ſcandal and offence to the church of Chriſt, 

—is a ſcandal in practice, and therefore cenſ urable, 

according to the rules of the word. | 
And of this kind is their conduct in ſetting up a 


falſe altar of their own invention, in oppoſition to the 


true altar; their profaning the name of God, by con- 


ſtituting pretend-d courts in the name of Chriſt, after 


they had buried his cauſe and teſtimony for truth, as 
ſtated in oppoſition to the corruptions of the preſent 
times; and their violating the folemn oath they came 
under, in the renewing of our covenants, —by which 
they ſolemnly engaged to endeavour the reformation of 
the revolation-ſettlement and prefefſion of religion, 
of which they are now become warm and keen de- 
tenders. | 

And of this kind is hive: practice, of cbſlinnitly 
perſiſting in their courſe of apoſtaſy and defection; 


and in defying the cenſures of the church juſtly inflic- 


ted upon them, which. is an open diſhonouring of 
Chriſt himſelf; they being his own ordinances, ac- 


_ cording to his appointment, and in his name paſſed 


againſt them,—for the ends of the edification of his . 


| church, for his own honour and glory, and for their 
recovery. 


And as they are evidently ſeducing the Lord's peo- 


ple, and are hardening the generation in their courſe 


of apoſtaſy from the Lord, and ripening them for ap- 
proaching judgments; ſo to all theſe - tranſgreſſions 


they have ſuperadded an — and continued con- 
 Fumacy, | 3 
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- ata it A be acknowledged, that contumacy, in 
not hearing the church, is a public ſcandal which con- 
cerns the whole church; and that' it is an attack up- 
on the conſtitution of the courts of Chriſt, and an at- 
tempt at once to pull down the whole order and diſ- 
cipline of his houſe. 

And it is very manifeſt, if we duly- conſider the - 


ſcriptures of truth,. that when good men are in the 


tranſgreſſion, and are ſeducing the people of the Lord 
into a courſe of defection and apoſtaſy; the diſcipline 
of the church ought to be exerciſed againſt them with 
much vigour and faithfulneſs. 

For the better the men are, and the more any of 
them are regarded among the people, the ſcandal and 
offence is in ſo far the greater; the greater is the diſ- 
honour done to the Lord, and the greater is the occa- 
ſion of ſtumbling to the weak, and of hardening the. 
generation in their courſe of apoſtaſy. | 

And it we conſider .the nature of the offence given 
by the ſeparating brethren, and the quality and cha-, 
rafter of the perſons offending, with the former pro- 
feſſion they have made, and the vows they have come 
ynder to oppoſe that very courſe of defection which 
they themſelves have now taken, —together with their 
obſtinacy and continued contumacy; it will appear ve- 
ry manifeſt, that no other than the higheſt cen/ure of 
the church could have been any way adequate and 


| ſuitable to the ſcandal and offence which they have 


given. For our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath expreſly com- 
manded his office-bearers aſſembled in his courts of 
judgment, — that they cs , ſuch members from the 
church, by the higher excommunication, who luperadd | 


contumacy to-their other offences; and he has promi- 


fed that he himſelf will ratify ſuch a ſentence in _ 


ven, Marth. xvili. 17, 18. 
Jadicatures conſtituted in the name of Chriſt, are 


Bot left at their own liberty to come and go in the 


matters 
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matters of God: No; the rule is plain, dect, 44 '* 


moſt exprels to the purpoſe: and the officers of Chriſt's 
houſe muſt judge fairhfully, and without reſpect n 
perſons, Deut. i. 16, 17. 

And'the end of this, as well as of other 3 | 


ſures, is not the hurt of their perfons, but the deſtrucs 


tion of their fleſh ; that is, of their corruptions, which 
inſnare and intangle them, and tend to obſtruct the 


ſalvation of their ſouls ; that, by the Lord's bleſſing 


his own ordinance of diſcipline, they may be'afbamed, 
1 Theſſ. iii. 14. and brought to return to the Lord, 
and unto their duty to him; and that their ſpirit may 
be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus, i Cor. v. 5. 

This might be further illuſtrated from the holy 


ſcriptures, and our received principles laid down in 


our ſtandards; which, as affifted, may be done after. 
Wards, if there is occaſion for it. Mean time you 
may conſider with attention the doctrine upon this 
ſubject, which is expreſſed in our Confeſſion of Faith, 
Chap. xxx. { 1, 2, 3, 4. With the icriptures Were 
cited. 28 

And ſeeing every unprejudiced perſon, who king 5 


knowledge in thoſe matters, will aſſuredly be convin- 
| ced, from what is above advanced,—that the higheſt 


cenſure of the church was ahſolutely neceſſary in the 
caſe as ſtated; you need gravely to conſider of the 
matter, that you and all others in conjunction with 


them are materially under the ſame cenfure with them; 
as being partakers in their fin and detection from the 


Lord. 
And however men may think lightly of i it, yet if N 
is duly animadverted unto, and the matter impartially 
weighed in the balance of the ſanctuary,.—it will be 
found, that the circumſtances of your caſe are very 


We 


hp 


"BP « 4) 
-Þ We. have reaſon to commiſerate the condition of 
thoſe: who vilify our covenant-engagements- to the 
moſt high God. We have ground to believe, that 
God, who is a party in them, will ſee to his own ho- 
nour and glory; and we have ground to apprehend, 
that it will be to the expence of ſuch as have been 
active in contemning them, and in endeavouring to 
| cauſe the memory of them to ceaſe. | | 
But as for you and your aſſociates, who acknow- 
* the binding obligation of our covenants, Nati- 
onal and Solemg League; to approve the violation 
and burying of them in the revolution- ſettlement of 
religion, is ſuch a manifeſt and awful contradiction 
unto, and ſuch an evident thruſt at all the principles 

ol religion, whether natural or revealed, —that words 
are wanting to expreſs the malignity of it. 

JPꝛour juſtly retaining the principle, that our cove- 
5 nants, National and Solemn League, are of binding 

obligation upon poſterity, and therefore upon you 
and all others in theſe covenanted lands, —has with 
good reaſon excited a deſire among ſome ſerious peo- 
ple in conjunction with you, 40 have theſe covenants 
renewed. 

Their propoſal is moſt landable, it * a rot 
ry and ſeaſonable duty in this period; as might be 
clearly illuſtrated, from the circumſtances of the times 
wherein our lot is caſt; and it muſt be matter of la- 
mentation, if ye continue in ſuch circumſtances as 
make the renewing them impracticable. 

And if they conſider matters duly, they muſt be 
. convinced, from what is advanced in the preceding 
pages,—that, in order to this, they muſt give up with 
the ſinful and inconſiſtent profeſſion which they have, 
by miſtake, prejudice, or otherwiſe, been led into; 
and avouch a profeſſion of . religion conſiſtent with the 
renovation of our covenants: and likewiſe be brought 
| : to 
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ay 


to a conviction and humble ö of mer 


ſin, in the great diſhonour they have done the Lord; 
and to declare the ſame before the courts of Chriſt's 


| houſe ;—that the ſcandal may be purged 2 to 
and io they 


may be admitted t join in the ſolemn work of reñew- 


the diſcipline of the church of Chri 


ing our covenants and vows to the moſt high God. . 


＋ he ſealing of the witneſſes i is a great and Rane 55 
privilege, in a time of defection, prevailing error and 
gieluſion, —and when an awful ſtorm of national judg- 
ments is like to burſt out, to the terror of all; and 
| when we are threatened with an inundation of Popiſh 
' Wdolavy 
the trial of theſe lands, Rev. vii. 1, 2. And they ſeem 
to have no knowledge of the ſigns of theſe times, 
who ſee no neceſſity of this r and are careleſs RW 


, . Which once more, in appearance, will be 


of obtaining it, Ezek. ix. 4, 5 6. 
There is an inward ſeal, known only Yo: God; 


Which is the privilege of each member of the church 5 
And there is an outward ical, in a vibe 
profeſſion, by men's devoting themſelves to be the r- 
vants of our God; and by adhering to the truths and 


inviſible. 


cauſe of God; and 19 all the reformation attained to by 
the mercy and goodnefs of God towards theſe lands; 


which we are called to adopt, maintain, and "defend; 
and ought, according to the example of our anceſtors, 5 
do teſtify and declare the ſame by renewing our vo r 


to the moſt high God. 
It is our duty to confeſs Chriſt, when the 


2 ir 


we 


5 genera: 5 
tion are denying him; leſt, being found among thoſe 

Who deny him, he deny us, — and leave us, in the Z 

hour of temptation, to be driven, away from our ſted- 

faſtneſs into errors and ee to be deluded = : 
more and more. 

* - Chriſt's care and protection is of infinite N 
As at all times, and eſpecially i in times of trial: and, 
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76 . ui in che way of f being found mag the retinue of 
N the Lamb on Mount Zion, with his Father's name in 
our foreheads, and in the exerciſe of faith's dependence | 
upon him and cloſe walking with him, that we are 
4 } 7- Toexpett it. 
| il And therefore, as we would hs kept 105 the ſins 
| and judgments of the times,—let us devote ourſelves 
in a way of faith to be the ſervants of our God, and 
give ourſelves to the Lord, by taking hold of God's 
covenant of promiſe, and devoting ourſelves to the 
Lord in a covenant of duty; according to the exam- . 
ple of our anceſtors, in our covenants, National and 
|.  Solemn League, —which you acknowledge to be of 
| perpetual obligation, and of binding force vpon you 
| and poſterity, 4 
In order to which it is eie that you give up 
| 10 With the inconſiſtent ſcheme of principles which you 
ji have too raſhly gone into; and adopt ſuch principles 
as are conſiſtent the one with the other, — and are 
| agreeable to the principles of- our covenanted refor- 
10 mation, ſworn to in our ſolemn covenants. 
BU . * Wherefore, Sir,—as you, the members of the eſta- 
pPiliſhed church, and all ranks in theſe lands, are under 
the obligation and binding force of thoſe vows made 
by our anceſtors to the moſt high God; it is high 
time for all to return to their allegiance unto him: 
and thus to give glory to the Lord our God, before our 
feet flumble on the dark mountains ; and while we lot 
for light, it be turned into the ſhadrw m death, 1 ro- 
„5 | | 
ain ? . 
. Your offeflionate friend, | 
enen 3d, : nd humble frocant, ' | 
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